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The Role of Petrochemical Industries in Regional
Development in Eastern and Medina Districts in Saudi Arabia:
An Evaluated Study of Yanbu and Jubail Project on Light of
Growth Pole Theory

MoHAMMED A. MISHKHES
Assistant Professor, Faculty of Aris & Humanities,
King Abdulaziz Universiry

ABSTRACT.  Saudi Arabia has used growth pole policy to accomplish
her regional and economic development targets through erecting and
developing Jubail and Yanbu industrial cities. Most investments in the
two city is devoted to petrochemical industries. Both ot Jubail and
Yanbu is to be judged. mostly, as an ideal growth pole especially in
refation to their internal spatiai structure. The two city encompass two
main sections for industrial uses. both sections are provided with
needed infrastructure and various services. One of the mentioned sec-
tions is accommodating governmental basic petrochemical and other
industries. The other section was planned to accommodate down-
stream industries using the output of governmental projects as feed-
stocks. The private enterprises responses o carry out the mentioned
projects is still very limited. Instead such projects has been carried out
by private sector in remote old industrial cities in Saudi Arabia, es-
pecially Riyadh and Jeddah. These private locational choices meant
growth leap-frogging to remote sites instead of growth-jumping to ad-
jacent sites to Jubail and Yanbu poles. Such locational trend need ad-
justing through new governmental legislations and incentives to at-
tract private investment to Jubail and Yanbu areas.





